My Darling

Capturing bush
beauty with art

By Isabella MacDonald This is Mr Griffiths' 21st watercolour art solo exhibition.
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MY DARLING DOWNS

By Isabella MacDonald

The Roma on Bungil gallery has been newly
adorned with 41 watercolour pieces, created by
talented artist Bruce Griffiths.

All his art will stay on display and available to
be purchased until the 20 December.

This is Mr Griffiths’ 21st watercolour art solo
exhibition. '

Some of his recent achievements include be-
ing named Runner Up in the Professional Section
‘Watercolour Society Queensland 2025 and the
Selected Winning Finalist 3rd International Bu-
dapest Art Show 2025.

Mr Griffiths grew up on the coast but is well
accustomed to the bush, taking frequent trips to
southwestern Queensland as a young man and

Capturing

spending a good amount of his working life sta-’

tioned in Charleville while working for BAS (Now
QBuild).

His wife, Jill, also has roots in the bush, spend-
ing her childhood growing up on a cattle station.

Mr Griffiths' Roma exhibition embodies the
beauty of outback Queensland with pieces he has
created from his experiences working in places
like Charleville, Roma and Arcadia Valley.

The exhibition was supported by the Roma on
Bungil Gallery, Maranoa Regional Council and
Santos.

Councillor Meryl Brumpton officially opened
the event, welcoming Bruce and Jill Griffiths to
Roma and commended Mr Griffiths' remarkable
talent,

“His art is a beautiful blend of traditional semi
realism and impressionism” Cr Brumpton said.

“The light and the storyline are so clear this
exhibition.”

“You don't just paint what you see you paint
what you feel and that’s evident in the work that
we see here and that's what makes it so compel-
ling

“It's great to see your trips to the Australian
bush and landscapes that have shaped your life
and artistic journey and great for us to see so
many familiar scenes such as Charleville, Arcadia
Valley and the Southern Downs.

“We are honoured to have your work here in
Roma."

Mr Griffiths began his journey with art in 2002
and has been captivated by watercolours and im-
proving his skills ever since.

He started his art journey with no prior experi-
ence in art. .

One of the things he found helpful was to at-
tend workshops with artists he admired to learn
as much as he could from them.

He immersed himself in learning from estab-
lished artists, attending numerous workshops to
develop his skills and artistic voice.

His first mentor was Robert Wade, an ac-
claimed watercolourist whom Mr Griffiths fondly
refers to as “the Godfather of Watercolour in Aus-
tralia’l

He credits Mr Wade with setting him on the
right path in his artistic development.

Over the years, Mr Griffiths has studied under
many world-renowned artists, including Robert
Lovett, Greg Allen, David Taylor, Herman Pekel,
Alvaro Castagnet, Joseph Zbukvic, and Thomas
Schaller.

Building on this foundation, he later for-
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The exhibition was inspired by the beauty of the outback, showing familiar scenery from around the
i Maranoa and beyond.
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Santos Representatives Peter Gardiner, Land Holder Liaison officer, and
Naomi Monk Community and Stakeholder advisor.

Gina Barrington, Maryséott and Margaret Hetherington.

malised his training by completing y
qualifications through CQUniversity.
Mr Griffiths has also shared his knowledge

as an art her in Toowoomba, where several “Teaching makes me a better artist” Mr insight from other artists, Mr Griffiths believes
of his students have gone on to enjoy success in  Griffiths said. strongly in maintaining his originality and has
their own artistic careers. While he i and developed astyle that is uniquely his own.
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